Expanding influence through evidence.
We have presented only three examples of ways in which research about discharge planning can contribute to the identification, understanding, and articulation of conflicts and issues in discharge planning. The discharge planning process needs to be more completely understood and its outcomes need to be identified and explored in relation to each other. Studies should address the complications and conflicts that occur in the course of arranging discharge plans and that often delay discharge. Especially important is sharing such findings with decision makers in health care administration and policy. Findings from research on discharge planning can strengthen the force with which the importance of discharge planning on the role of social work and the needs of patients can be advocated.